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WAKE COUNTY PARADE OF HOMES FINAL WEEKEND! Follow the signs today and tomorrow, noon to 5 p.m.

UNIVERSAL UCLICK

A couple in their early 30s — an elevator company
salesman married to a nurse — had for five years rel-
ished life in a up-and-coming city neighborhood with
lots of good restaurants and bars nearby. But after their
first child was born, their priorities shifted.
“Like a lot of young homebuyers, their whole orien-
tation became schools, schools, schools,” says Ashley
Richardson, the real estate agent who assisted them.
Soon the couple pinpointed a suburban neighbor-
hood with a top-rated elementary school, along with
parks, playgrounds and a community pool. There was
only one catch: high prices.
Working with a limited budget, the couple identified
just five houses they could afford in their first-choice
neighborhood, all in the bottom 10 percent of the price
range there. Of those, only one had enough living space
to make it a plausible choice. And that one was located
on a busy road. But they knew their limited funds neces-
sitated a compromise, so they took it.
Eric Tyson, a personal finance expert and co-author
of “Home Buying for Dummies,” says that since the
recession, many homebuyers such as the above couple
have lowered their expectations for housing.
Here are a few pointers for budget-conscious home-
buyers with young children:

n Make a realistic assessment of your need for a
large yard.
Recalling their own carefree childhoods, some par-
ents assume their kids need a similar setting to be
happy. But what was important in your formative years
isn’t necessarily vital for your children now,Tyson says.
“The reality is that kids just don’t have asmany hours
of free time for backyard play as we did when we were
growing up,” Tyson says.
Rather than focusing solely on yard size, Tyson sug-
gests you think about the outdoor features of the neigh-
borhood as a whole, such as parks and open space.
Neighborhoods where yards are smaller are often
more child-friendly than those with oversized grounds.
“It’s good for children to live close to their neighbor-
hood friends. That way they don’t have to be driven
around to see playmates,” Tyson says.

n Find a floor plan that works well for your family.
Tyson says it’s more important for families with
young children to have a floor plan that encourages to-
getherness than to own a large house.
Large, comfortable common rooms — often called
“great rooms” — help draw children out of their bed-
rooms, thereby allowing parents to monitor their kids
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Tips for homebuying
families on a budget
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CONTRIBUTED REPORT BY KIMWEISS

“Modest Modern” — that’s what Abby Ross calls
the new house in Raleigh’s Cameron Park neighbor-
hood that she shareswith her husband, Sean, and their
children Noah, 7, and Chloe, 4.
Designed and built by Tonic Design + Tonic Con-
struction of Raleigh, the Rosses’ one-story 1700sf
house became a two-story 3400sf Modern house with
clean lines, clear volumes, openmulti-use spaces, and a
strong connection between indoors and outdoors. Yet
its size and siting (in linewith its neighbors), and exte-
rior materials (charcoal and gray concrete rain-screen
panels with wood detailing), make this Modern house
a quiet, friendly addition to Cameron Park’s estab-
lished neighborhood west of downtown Raleigh.
The Rosses’ house is actually a dramatic renova-
tion of a small, early 20th-century bungalow on the
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Modest Modern for simple
living in Cameron Park
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The Ross residence is actually a dramatic renovation of a small, early
20th-century bungalow.
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